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Politico-theological Sermon. 


MATTHEW XXII. 21. | 
RENDER, THEREFORE, TO CASAR THE 


THINGS WHICH ARE CASAR'S; AND 
UNTO GOD THE THINGS THAT ARE 


GOD'S.” 
See alſo Mark xii: 173 and Luke xx. 25. 

A MORE enſnaring queſtion was 
never propoſed to the Saviour of 

the World, than that which occafioned 
his delivery of theſe words. The three 
evangeliſts who record the circumſtances 
with which they ſtand connected, inform 
us, that the Phariſces and Herodians were 


B par- 
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particularly bent at this time on. catebing 
or entangling him in his talk ; and St. Luke 
particularly mentions their deſign to have 
been, that they might furniſh themſelves 
with a pretext for delivrring him unto the 
power and authority of the governor. How 
they might accompliſh this object, was 
matter of much conſultation. Flattering 
themſelves with having deviſed a method 
which promiſed them complete ſucceſs, 
they approached him with every exterior 
token of reſpect and reverence, and feign- 
ing great tenderneſs of conſcience, as well 


as a ſupreme deference for his opinion, 


they pretended to unboſom to him their 
doubts, and to be anxious of learning from 
his lips, whether it was lawful for them, as 
Jews, to pay tribute to Cafar, the Roman 
emperor ? But he who knew what was m 
man, inſtantly perceived the craftineſs of 
their defign, and the dilemma in which he 
muſt have been involved by a direct reply. 


If he anfwered this queſtion in the affirma- 
tive, he foreſaw that he ſhould be quoted 


by 


3 | 
by the enemies and deſtroyers of mankind, 
as countenancing the doctrine of con- 
queſt giving a right to dominion.” If in 
the negative, that his enemies would im- 
- mediately accuſe him of holding and diſ- 
ſeminating principles inimical to the civil 
government : he therefore, with fingular 
addreſs, evades a poſitive anſwer. To do 
this, and at the ſame time to appear to keep 
to the ſubject, he requeſts a fight of the 
money with which tribute was paid to the 
Roman people. They bring him a dena- 
rius. After viewing it, he deſires them to 
inform him, ©* whoſe was the image and 
the ſuperſcription it bore ?” Without heſi- 
tation, they anſwered, ©* Cæſar's; upon 
which our bleſſed Saviour ſubjoined, en- 
der, therefore, to Cs Ak the things which 
are CASAR'sS, and unto God the things that 
are God's.” 


Nothing determinate, as you may per- 
ceive, is advanced in this memorable paſ- 
fage on the right and authority of Cæſar, 
or the civil magiſtrate. The original queſ- 
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4 inſtead of being ſolved, is purpoſely 
evaded. The text, nevertheleſs, is -not 
barren of inſtruction. If it diſappointed 
the enemies of Chriſt, it is not uſeleſs to 
the Chriſtian, but will be found, without 
any laboured or forced interpretation, to 
involve the following intereſting e, 
and concluſions. | 


I. A diſtinction ſhould be made between 
the province of God and the province of 
Cæſar. Their juriſdictions: cannot be co- 
extenſive, 


Civil governments, indeed, would per- 
ſuade us, that they are, ſince they arrogate 
to themſelves the attribute of all- ſufficiency · 
Alike to ſpirituals and temporals they ex- 
tend their dominion, aſſuming a right of 
empire over the opinions and the conſci- 


ences, as well as over the perſons and pro- 


perty of men. In moſt countries, this do- 
minion has been patiently ſubmitted to, and 
the magiſtrate allowed to regulate the faith, 
together with the ſecular concerns of his 


ſub- 


E043 


ſubjects. He compoſes forms of devotion, 
inſtitutes ceremonies, frames creeds, and 
fixes the conditions of everlaſting ſalvation. 
None of theſe employments, however, 
do properly belong to his office. When- 
ever he buſies himſelf in theſe matters, he 
exceeds the limits of his juriſdiction. Upon 
this ſyſtem, the deity is completely ex- 
cluded, and CasAR reigns, both THE 
GopD AND THE KiNG of his ſubjects. 


It is very natural for thoſe poſſeſſed of 
power to attempt its extenſion ; nor can I 
wonder that civil rulers, in all ages, per- 
ceiving the mighty influence of religion 
upon the human mind, ſhould ſtudy to 
convert it to their purpoſe, dragging it 
within their authority, that they may be 
enabled the more effectually to play it off 
as an engine of ſtate. At the ſame time, 
I cannot but expreſs my ſurpriſe, that man- 
kind ſhould almoſt univerſally have ſub- 
mitted to ſo ſtrange a domination. Reaſon 
requires no great exertion to perceive the 

| + total 


(6) 
total incompetency of civil governments ta 
decide on the minutiæ of faith, and on 
the duties which individuals owe to God. 
Over the mind and its operations they can 
have no power, and it is fully as abſurd 
for them to dictate in religion, as it would 
be in philoſophy. With what ſovereign 
contempt and ridicule would the learned 
world treat an act of parliament confirm- 
ing the truth of the Newtonian ſyſtem ! 
And if ſuch an act would excite laughter, 
we cannot ſurely but ſmile, when we hear 
of grave ſenators eſtabliſhing the doctrines, 
or what in point of argument amounts to 
the ſame thing, the ſuppoſed doctrines of 
divine revelation, by law. 


Thoſe preachers and writers who ſtand 


forward in vindication of the interference of 


the civil power in matters of faith and con- 
ſcienee, ought clearly to inform us, what 
are the things of God, to which our bleſſed 
Saviour alludes in the text, as diſtinguiſhed 
from zhoſe of Cæſar, and which we are 

to 
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to pay or render to God, independently of 
the juriſdiction, and regardleſs of the will 
of Cæſar. They ſhould tell us, when they 
ſurrender the formation of our religious 
principles, and the direction of our piety 
to the magiſtrate, what is the province 
which they have reſerved as appropriate to 
the Almighty ; and what is the ſeparate 
tribute that we are to offer to him? But 
this it would be difficult for them to per- 
form. The things that are God's muſt ſig- 
nify the concerns of religion and piety, or 
they mean nothing; and of courſe, theſe 
ought, in ſtrit propriety, to be exempted 
from all civil interference, 


Whenever governments intermeddle with 
theſe matters they always evince their im- 
potency, and often their folly. All men 
of ſenſe muſt reprobate it. Canute's com- 
mand to the ſea, to reſtrain the flowing of 
its tide, was not more abſurd, nor more 
ineffectual than are thoſe edicts of princes, 
and decrees of ſenates, by which they en- 
8 B 4 join 


- 
\ 
\ 
- " 
l o 
& 
* 


— — — 
— 


——— — —᷑——y—ᷣ— — — — 
LY 


— 8 
* —— * ——— —_— 


— 


— — — — - — — 

=—_ —_ * £ ICS — — 
—  ——_— - . : 

— => 4 — — — 

* 
. 
* 

„ 


— 


_—_— — =. 5 
- _ 


— - 


EEE 


by 2 — — —— 
— 2 2 __ 


— — 


— 
* 
— — 


| 
| 
j 
| 
i 


4-0 3 


join the obedience of the mind in matters 
of opinion. The mind is, and muſt be 
free: It will not be commanded. All, there- 
fore, that acts of uniformity can effect, is 
*« unity of Praten in me bond of 
hypocriſy.” 


Attempting to enforce this unnatural, 
and in fact, impoſſible obedience, monarchs 
have divided their ſubjets, and plunged 
their kingdoms in miſery. The goſpel of 
peace, in the hand of earthly potentates, 
has been converted into @ deſtroying ſword, 
No ſooner was Chriſtianity united with 
the civil power, than it loſt its mild and 
amiable nature. Believers, whoſe princi- 
ples taught them t love, were inſtigated 70 
bite and devour one another, ** With the 
knowledge of the truth, (fays Mr. Gib- 
bon *) the Emperor (Conſtantine) im- 
bibed the maxims of perſecution, and the 


* Hiſtory of the Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire, Vol. Il. p. 231. Quarto edit. 


ſets 


t 9) 
ſects which difſented from the Catholic 
church, were afflicted and oppreſſed by the 
triumph of Chriſtianity.” This elegant 
hiſtorian has declared a fact, which in ſpite 
of the artful inſinuation againſt Chriſtia- 
nity with which it is related, merits the 
attention of thoſe who plead for an alli- 
ance, or rather union of Church and State. 
Though Conſtantine, the firſt Chriſtian 
Emperor, could not imbibe the maxims 
of perſecution from the goſpel, he im- 


bibed them from ambitious and narrow- 


minded churchmen and prelates, who in- 
flamed his mind with falſe zeal, and en- 
couraged him to employ confiſcations and 
the ſword, as the moſt effectual means of 
enforcing conviction. Dreadful and diſ- 
honourable to Chriſtianity were the con- 
ſequences. By his taking divine truth 
under his foſtering care, he made it more 
pernicious in its effects than the groſſeſt 
errors of Paganiſm, Hence ſprang the cor- 
ruptions of Chriſtianity. When emperors 
began to legiſlate in the church of Chriſt, 
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the empire of reaſon and truth was ſoon at 
an end; biſhops became politicians, and 
orthodoxy and hereſy fi gnals for war and 
murder. 


From this period, the pages of eccle- 
fiaſtical hiſtory have been ſtained with 
blood, moſt of which may juſtly be attri- 
| buted to the arming of controvertialiſts 
with the power of the ſtate. Religious, 
like other debates, muſt be expected to 
warm the paſſions of men; but the effects 
of their paſſion and vehemence would have 
been tranſient and harmleſs, had the abet- 
tors and oppoſers of theological opinions 
been left to combat each other with zeal 
and argument, or with ill-nature and wit. 


No ſooner, however, did civil magiſ- 
trates take a part in the debate, than they 
illuminated orthodoxy by burning its ene - 
mies, and gave an energy to the reaſons 
employed in its ſupport by pointing them 
with the ſword. They deſtroyed their ſub- 

| jects 
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jects and depopulated their kingdoms with 
an body zeal, and for the honour of religion 
made it the curſe of mankind. By ſiding 
with one party of theologians, they pre- 
vented argument and truth from having 
fair play ; and by their abſurd efforts to 
bring all to adopt their views, they divided 
their ſubjects, ſet them upon hurting and 
perſecuting each other, and ſhivered the 
ſtrength of their kingdoms to pieces. The 
woful experience of paſt ages has taught 
the preſent rulers of the earth the folly of 
religious perſecution ; and as the world be- 
comes more enlightened, they will proba- 
bly ſee both the duty and the wiſdom of 
leaving ALTOGETHER £0 God the things 
that are God's, 


The conduct of the Son of God and of 
his inſpired apoſtles will juſtify our ob- 
ſervations. If, indeed, we admit the au- 
thority of the ſecular power to extend to 
ſpiritual matters, and regard it to be among 
the duties of ſubjects to acquieſce in the 
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religion of the ſtate, we muſt at once con- 
demn the author and the propagators of 
the Chriſtian faith. For Chriſtianity was a 
direct attack upon long venerated eftabliſh- 
ments; it was preached in oppoiition to 
the expreſs commands of the civil power; 
and when this was objected to them, the 
diſciples vindicated their conduct by inti- 
mating that the magiſtrate dictated in mat- 
ters not properly within the limits of his 
juriſdiction; aſſerting, that they ought to 
obey God rather than man. In this caſe, as 
in many others of a fimilar nature, the 
* governors of the world demanded obedi- 
ence where it was not their due, 


I ſhall obſerve, moreover, that if the 
Divine Being has revealed a religion to 
mankind, we may conclude that he has 
reſerved the ſuperintendance of it to him- 
ſelf; that it cannot ſtand in any need of 
the protecting and nurturing care of the 
ſecular arm, and is not properly within 
the province of an earthly Cæſar. Since 

| Chriſt 
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Chriſt himſelf has declared that n1s KIx O- 
DOM ts not of this world, it is abſurd to 
contend for a junction of Chriſtianity with 
any ſyſtem of mere human policy. It can- 
not blend and coaleſce with any thing of 
this kind, and when forced into ſuch an 
alliance we are reminded of the image 
which Nebuchadnezzar ſaw in his dream 
art gold and part miry clay. 


Upon the principles, therefore, both of 
revelation and reaſon a line ſhould be drawn 
between the obedience we owe to God, 
and the obedience due to the king or the 
civil power. I may reſerve to myſelf the 
liberty of ſearching the holy ſcriptures; of 
forming my -own ſentiments upon their 
important contents; and of worſhipping 
God in ſuch a way as I ſhall eſteem moſt 
conſonant with the divine word, as well as 
moſt conducive to the purpoſes of piety, 
and yet be a good ſubjeR, as to all the le- 
gitimate ends of government, though my 
opinion ſhould vary from the publick creed, 


and 
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and my outward devotion be freed from 
the trammels of eſtabliſhed forms ; fo that 
the law of the land has no right of re- 
ſtraining me in either by the infliction of 
fines or corporal puniſhment, or by loading 
me with the opprobrium and injury of civil 
diſqualifications. 


II. A ſecond doctrine deducible from the 
paſſage before us is this, that Chriſtianity 
was not revealed from heaven in order to 
ſettle queſtions merely of a political nature ; 
and conſequently that the miniſters of the 
goſpel ſhould exclude politicks as much as 


poſſible from the pulpit, 


« How ſtrange is it then, you will be 
ready to ſay, for you to addreſs us with 
ſuch a ſermon as you are now delivering |! 
You practice the very thing the impro- 
priety of which you are expoſing.” As 
far as this ſingle inſtance goes I am ready 
to allow the charge; at the ſame time I 
am happy in the reflection that this is very 

6 far 


FE 


far from being the complexion of my ordi- 
nary diſcourſes. One of my principal ob- 
jects in compoſing this politico-theological 
ſermon was to reprobate the practice of 
blending civil diſcuſſions with Chriſtian 
doctrines, and to vindicate myſelf and bre- 
thren in the miniſtry from the accuſation 
which, in this reſpect, has been ſo un- 
juſtly preferred againſt us. 


In conſequence of Dr. Price's celebrated 
diſcourſe on the Love of our Country, 
preached on November 4, 1789, at the 
Meeting-houſe in the Old Jewry, to the 
ſociety for commemorating the Revolution 
in Great-Britain, diſſenting miniſters have 
been loudly inveighed againſt as fomenters 
of ſedition, who regardleſs of the nature of 
their ſpiritual function, are continually em- 
ploying their eloquence to inflame the paſ- 
ſions of their hearers on queſtions relative 
to civil government. Nothing, I am hap- 
py to think, but ignorance or calumny 
eould have preferred ſuch a charge againſt 


us. 
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us. The eloquence of diſſenting pulpits is 
as ſcriptural and ſpiritual as that of the pul- 
pits of the eſtabliſhed church. I can ſay for 
myſelf that I have ſtudiouſly avoided, as you 
can bear me witneſs, excepting on publick 
occaſions, ſuch as Faſt-days and Thankſgiv- 
ing-days, direing your thoughts to matters 
which relate to the tranſient kingdoms of 
this world; and even then it was more from 
a compliance with long-eſtabliſhed cuſtom 
than from a conviction of its propriety*® ; 
and there is ſcarcely, I am perſuaded, a 
difſenting miniſter throughout the king- 
dom but can declare the fame. We can 
appeal to our congregations, and, may we 
be permitted to fay it, to our own hearts, 
that our almoſt invariable attempts have 
been, with the bleſſing of God, to pro- 
mote the important intereſts of practical 


religion and piety, to reſtrain the turbu- 
. lent paſſions of men, and to make our 


places of worſhip echo with © the heal- 
ing ſounds of Chriſtian charity. o 


I have often wiſhed that our ſervices on theſe days 
were purely devotional, 
Had 


(77 ) 

Had we ſtrayed oftener than we. hive 
been known to do from the green paſtures 
and ſtill waters of the goſpel of peace into 
the wild and tumultuous region of politics, 
the clergy of the eſtabliſhment, I muſt 
take this one opportunity - of obſerving, 
urge this deviation from the proper duty 
of our office with a very ill grace againſt us, 
ſince it has now been their conſtant prac- 
tice, for conſiderably more than a century, 
to preach political ſermons on every return 
of this day; and, inſtead of uſing the healing 
voice of Chriſtian charity, to reflect on the 
whole body of proteſtant diſſenters for the 
untimely end of Charles the firſt; One 
author in particular no longer ago than 
laſt year, in order to prejudice our rulers 
againſt us, boldly aſſerted, and even re- 
aſſerted, that the extent of our loyalty 
had been delineated in the blood of a 
king 8.“ | | | 


* See a ſermon preached at St. Philip's church in 
Birmingham, by the Rev. Spencer Madan, rector of 
St. Philip's, and his letter to Dr. Prieſtley. 
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| But is not this an illiberal and ground- 
leſs calumny? Is it not evident from 
the teſtimony of all our beſt hiſtorians 
that the violent death of this unfortunate 
prince is no tnore to be aſcribed to the 
diflenters, as a body, than the death of 
our bleſſed Saviour to his twelve diſct- 
-ples? If it was ever kwful for a people 
to reſiſt their king, the reſiſtance made to 
King Charles I. was lawful; whoſe un- 
conſtitutional and tyrannical meaſures aim- 
ed at the ſubverſion of all law and li- 
berty; but this refiftance the diſſenters 
had not the honour of beginning. It was 
chiefly prompted by profeſſed members of 
the eftabliſhed church, who, with the 
kingdom at large, felt the oppreſſions of 
Charles, and nobly reſolved to oppoſe 
him. He drew his ſword againſt his peo- 
ple, and of courſe drew theirs from the 
ſcabbard againft him. That of the peo- 
ple prevailed, and Charles became the 
priſoner of the parliament's army. Be- 
tween the impriſonment and the death 
of 


( tg ) 
of a king the interval is ſhoft. The 
heads of . army; induced either by am- 
bition or fear, reſolved on the deſtruction 
of the prince whom they had ſubdued ; 
probably recollecting the maxim; that hey 


who draw their ſiuord againſt their king 
ſhould throw away the ſcabburd. Poiſon 
or aſſaffination have been the uſual means 
of diſpatching degraded monarchs: theſe 
men, however, wiſhing what they did highly 
to do holtly, reſolved on the ſingular mea- 
ſure of britiging Charles to a trial. He 
had, no doubt, many things to anſwer for, 
many for which he was juſtly amenable 
to the tribunal of his people ; but this, it 
muſt be confeſſed, was not properly the 
tribunal of the people; it was rather a 
mock trial, deſigned to give the colour of 
juſtice to the bloody reſolution they had 
adopted. The chief actors in this buſi- 
neſs, they who brought Charles to the 
block, were diſſenters or independents ; 
but they did not bring him to the block 
becauſe they were diſſenters or indepen- 
| C2. dents, 
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dents, any more than Judas betrayed our 


Saviour becauſe he was a profeſſed be- 
liever. Religion was no more concerned 


in the one caſe than 1 other. 


It appears to me, from readin g the hiſ- 
tory of this intereſting period, that the 
parliament meant to have replaced the 
king upon his throne, and that at firſt the 
leaders of the army were diſ poſed to acqui- 
eſce. What moſt probably altered the re- 
ſolution of the latter was the diſcovery 
that, in caſe this took place, they ſhould 
not be ſecure. Charles made them pro- 
miſes, but they found, perhaps, that there 
was no dependance to be placed in them ; 
for conſidering the violence of the mea- 
ſure, and the odium in which they were 
conſcious it would involve them, there is 
ground for believing the bloody a& was, 
in ſome meaſure, at leaſt; dictated by ſelf- 
preſervation *. 


Let 
* A gentleman who cannot be ſuſpected of being 


partial either to Oliver or the diſſenters, makes the fol- 


lowing remark. 
« His 
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Let us, however, ſuppoſe the worſt 
of the enemies of this unfortunate prince. 
Let us ſuppoſe they were actuated by 
ambition, and the worſt of human paſ- 
ſions in taking away his life. What then? 
Are the crimes of individuals to be charged 
to the account of the ſect to which they 
belong? There is an illiberality in this 
conduct which merits from all parties the 
moſt pointed condemnation. 


« His Majeſty likewiſe tranſlated Biſhop Saunder- 
ſon's Lectures de Furamenti promiſſorii Obligatione,” 
which he deſired Biſhop Juxon, Dr. Hammond, and 
Mr. Thomas Herbert to compare with the original. 
This tranſlation was printed in octavo, at London, 
1655. A man who ſtudies caſes of conſcience ſo inti- 
mately, is probably an honeſt man, but at leaſt he ſtudies 
them in hopes of finding that he need not be ſo very 
honeft, as he thought. Oliver Cromwell, who was 
not quite fo ſcrupulous, knew, that caſuiſtry is never 
wanted for the obſervance of an oath ; it may to the 
breach of it. Had he truſted the king, his majeſty 
would probably not haye contented himſelf with Dr. 
Saunderſon, but would have fought ſome caſuift who 
teaches, that faith is not to be kept with heretics.”? 
Walpole's Catalogue of Rayal and Noble Authors, vol. i, 
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The difſenters are a ſect more finnea 
againſt than finnjng hut, thank God ! the 
virulent invectives and cruel inſinuations let 
looſe upon them on this day are in general 
ſuppreſſed, and ur Ohriſtian brethren, the 
preſent clergy of the eſtabliſhed church, 
unactuated by the prejudices of their an- 
ceſtors, are diſpoſed to liſten to hiſtoric 
evidence, and to acquit us of the charge 
of murdering our king, Now paffion has 
priety, nay, the horrid impiety of applying 
to Charles I. (who at beft was only the 
beſt of a bad race) paſſages of ſcripture 
which relate to the ymmaculate Lamb of 
Gad, who taketh away the fin of the world. 
I moſt deyoutly wiſh, therefore, that they 
would prefer a petition to the rulers of 
the church for expunging from the book 
of Common Prayer the order for the 
religious obſervance of the zoth of Ja- 
nuary, that this formulary of a nation's 
devotion may no longer be diſgraced, and 
that the miniſters of the Chriſtian religion 


may 
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may not in future be called upon to preach 
1 


Had the divine inſtructor of mankind 
intended by the goſpel revelation to en- 
lighten our minds with the principles and 
doctrines of political wiſdom; had he pur- 
poſed that his diſciples ſhould deſcant on 
the nature and errors of civil goyernments, 
he would not have evaded the queſtion 
which led to the delivery of the words of 
the text. It could not have been any 
fear of the Roman power which induced 
him to decline the diſcuſſion to which he 
= invited by the Phariſees and Heros» 
8. 


He who came to bear awitneſs to Tur 
TRUTH, and even laid down his life for 
it, could not poſſibly have been terrified 
from publiſhing any doctrine which he was 
appointed to reveal, Whenever he could 
improve any opportunity to the purpoſe of 
religious inſtruction or agmonition, nothing 

C4 reſtrained 
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reſtraĩned him from declaring the whole 


counſel of God. It is worthy, I think, of 
being noticed, that to the other two queſti- 
ons which this chapter mentions as propoſed 
to Chriſt by his enemies, though with an 
intention equally inſidious with that in the 
text, he makes a direct and inſtructive re- 
ply : that he ſhould be filent upon or 
evade the force of that which occaſioned 
the text, is an inconteſtable proof that the 
ſolution of it was not comprehended in the 


object of his divine commiſſion. 


When we obſerve our bleſſed Lord and 
his apoſtles ſhunning all connection with 
the civil power, and declining to interfere 
in civil diſputes, even ſo far as to give 
their opinion, we may fairly conclude that 
the Chriſtian religion is foreign to poli- 
tics, and .ou ght not to be preſſed into 
their ſervice. 

Far more e is its aim than the 
adjuſtment of temporal diſputes. It points 


not 


* 
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not ſo much to the things that are ſeen 
as to thoſe that are not ſeen. It is cal- 
culated to ſubſiſt, and to produce its divine 
effects under every poſſible form of civil 
government. It flouriſhed in its purity 
under the uſurpation and tyranny of the 
Roman power ; and without appearing to 
invade any of the rights claimed by Cæſar, 
gave freedom to the mind, and made mul- 
titudes wiſe unto ſalvation, 


Let us then make a diſtinction between 
the wiſdom of God and the wiſdom of the 
world, nor pollute the clear ſtream of the 
goſpel by combining its) current with the 
turbid waters of political contention, 


III. In connection with the foregoing I 
ſhall offer another obſervation equally de- 
ducible from our text: namely, that ſince 
the glorious author of the Chriſtian faith 
has not recommended any particular form 
of civil government, he may be ſuppoſed 
to have left his diſciples, in every age and 

coun- 
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country of the world, at full liberty to 
adopt whatever ſyſtem which they in their 
focial capacity ſhall conceive to be moſt 
conducive to their ſecurity and happi- 


Paſt ages obſerved, alike with the pre- 
ſent, the political conſtitutions of king- 
doms undergoing continual revolutions *. 
Sometimes a people ſhall fink from a 
ſtate of comparative freedom into the 
abject ſituation of ſlaves, dependent on the 
will of an individual or of a few; at 
others, they ſhall emerge from the de- 
gradation and miſeries of deſpotiſm to 
liberty, and to a ſenſe of their rights as 
men. The true philanthropiſt will view 
the former with regret, the latter with 
ſatisfaction. It concerns me to add, that 
the minifters of religion have not always 
been anxious to claſs themſelves - with 
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generous philanthropiſts. They have been 
known to preach to a people nobly ex- 
erting themſelves againſt tyrants and op- 
preſſors the tame and abject doctrines of 
non-reſiſtance and paſſfve abedience: main- 
taining that even bad governors are ordain- 
e of God, and that oppoſition to them 
is condemned by the expreſs precepts of 
our religion. This, however, is a per- 
verſion of the doctrine delivered by St, 
Paul in the xiüth chapter of the Epiſtle 
to the Romans, and à groſs libel upon 
Chriſtianity, 


The obje& of the apoſtle was merely to 
exhibit the outlines of the office and duty 
of the magiſtracy, obſerving that it may in 
general be conſidered as an appointment of 
God to protect the cauſe of virtue, and to 
intimidate and reſtrain vice; but no man in 
his ſenſes can ſuppoſe, that he meant to 
aſſert the divine right of Nero to the go- 
yernment of the world, or that for a peo- 
ple to reſiſt a remorſeleſs and bloody tyrant 
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was to reſiſt the ordinance of God. No man 
of underſtanding, I fay, can imagine this, 
or apprehend that it was the intention of 
this facred writer to aſſert, that the poſ- 
ſeſſion of a throne, however obtained, gave 
an undoubted right to dominion ; or that 
a people fin againſt God, when they burſt 
aſunder the chains of tyranny, and attempt 
the amendment of their civil condition. 
Far was this from the apoſtle's thoughts. 
Imitating his divine maſter, -he touched 
upon political queſtions in the moſt general 
way. He exhorts us to honour the king, 
but he does not give us any information, 
whether kings ought to be elective. or 
hereditary magiſtrates, any more than our 
bleſſed Saviour, when he commands us 79 
render to Ceſar the things that are Caeſar's, 
tells us by what rule we are to aſcertain 
the property of Cæſar, and the extent of his 
lawful power and authority. On all points 
of this nature we muſt have recourſe to the 
principles of human policy and wiſdom. 
Revelation concerns itſelf no more with 


them 
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them than with any branch of natural phi- 
loſophy, fince the human underſtanding, 
when duly cultivated, is adequate to pro- 
vide for all the exigencies of the preſent 
life. | | 


As it is infinitely more rational to ſup- 
poſe, that magiſtrates are deſigned for the 
advantage of the people, than that millions 
are formed for the ſole purpoſe of miniſter- 
ing to the gratification of the vanity, am- 
bition, and luſt of princes, we may ſtate 
it as the doctrine of reaſon and common 
ſenſe, that every civil community or poli- 
tical body has a right to chooſe their own 
governors, to reſiſt their abuſe of delegated 
power, and to break the rod of the oppreſ- 
ſor. Upon this ground we vindicate the 
oppoſition which our Britiſh anceſtors made 
to the tyranny and unconſtitutional aims 
of Charles I. who fell a victim to his 
own raſhneſs, and whoſe blood has watered 
and given vigor to the plant of civil liberty. 
Upon this ground we vindicate the conduct 
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of the nation at the memorable æta of the 


Revolution : and let me add, that the fame 
principles by which we juſtify ourſelves, 
muſt be a juſtification of our Gallic neigh- 
bours in their manly efforts to ſubvert deſ- 
potiſm, and on the ruins of the dungeons 
of flavery to erect the temple and the altar 
of freedom. 


They defame Chriſtianity, who would 
inſinuate that it condemns the uſe of rea- 
ſon, and prohibits our benefiting by the 


experience of paſt ages, or by the diſcove- 


ries of wiſdom and philoſophy. It is in 
no reſpe& inimical to human happineſs. 
In the province of religion, and in the 
things which pertain to everlaſting life, 
it affords us all neceſſary information, 
and in the province of politics, to whoſe 
concerns our reaſon is fully competent, is 
ſurrenders us to the guidance of reaſon. 


TV. 1 mall obſerve, in the laſt place, 
that while our divine maſter diſtinguiſhes 
| 6 


between | 
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between the province of God, and that of 
the temporal magiftrate, he ſuppoſes the 
neceſſity of civil government, and ſtates it 
to be the duty of mankind, as conſcien- 
tiouſly to reverence and obey the lawful 
authority of civil governors in their de- 
partment, as to comply with the com- 
mands of God in his. The rendering to 
God the things that are God's is united with 
rendering to Ceſar the things that are Cæ- 


far's. 


If the Goſpel diſtinguiſhes between the 
duties we more immediately owe to God, 
and thoſe which we more immediately owe 
to the ſtate, it does not at all leſſen our ob- 
ligations to the latter, but includes them 
alike in the ſyſtem of morality. A good 
Chriſtian, therefore, muft be a good mem- 
ber of ſociety, and a good ſubject; nor 
have /awful ſovereigns any reaſon to dread 
the difſemination of the pure doctrines of 
revealed religion. A Chriſtian will be obe- 
dient to his king upon principle. That 
ſame 
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fame regard to moral fitneſs which induces 


him to reject human authority in matters 
of faith and piety, to which it is naturally 
incompetent, will diſpoſe him to reverence 
and ſubmit to it in all points to which it 
properly extends. A conſcience void of f- 
fence towards God, is moſt likely to be void of 


offence towards man. 


Obvious, however, as this truth is, it 
is ſeldom acknowledged; and becauſe men 
difſent from the magiſtrate's religion, they 
are at once deſcribed as rebels who are diſ- 
affected to Government. The calumny is 
repeated till it is believed, and under the 
abſurd notion, (all men of ſenſe and un- 
derſtanding know it to be abſurd) of their 
being dangerous to the ſtate, they are de- 
nied the equal rights and privileges of citi- 
zens. Strange that ſuch narrow policy 
ſhould difgrace the laws of a liberal and 
enlightened country ! Strange that our ru- 
lers ſhould think of promoting the welfare 
of the ſtate, by proſcribing the virtuous 

and 
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and conſcientious ! This is either infatua- 
tion in the magiſtrate, or it is a ſevere re- 
flection on the national religion, which 
requires to be guarded by means fo abhor- 
rent to reaſon and equity. For the honour 
of our country, and for the honour of the 


church, may this odium be 3 re- 
moved. 


We are » dovne, upon the whole, in the 
reflection, that if the things of God, and 
thoſe of Ceſar, are not ſufficiently diſcri- 
minated ; under the Britiſh conſtitution, 
we enjoy a conſiderable portion of civil and 
religious liberty, enough to make us eſteem 
the government under which- we live a 
bleſſing, and to wiſh its continuance and 
improvement. We are happy, likewiſe, in 
the reflection, that the image and ſuper- 
| ſcription upon our coin is that of a /awful 
Cæſar, who reigns by the choice, and in the 
hearts of his ſubjects. 


Taxation, if in ſome reſpects burden- 


ſome, is with us no tyranny ; but this can-- 
D „ 
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not be faid of the tribute paid by the Jews 
to the Roman power during the period 
of our Lord's public miniſtry, nor of the 
money paid by our anceſtors in the for- 
mer part of the reign of the miſguided 
Charles, who levied taxes without conſent 
of parliament, and hereby, together with 
other oppreſſive acts, diſſolved the bond of 
his people's — 


Let us thank God for the happy conſe- 


quences which have reſulted to us from 
his tyranny and oppreſſion; and though 
we will not with an unfeeling exultation, 
call the day of his death 4 proud day for 
England, let us adore the divine good- 
neſs which remarkably in this inſtance 
has made the wrath and folly of man 10 
praiſe him. 


Taught by this part of the Britiſh hiſtory 
the ineſtimable value of LIBERTY, may 
we never grow indifferent to it, or uſe it 
to the purpoſes of vice or ſedition. Ever 
let us conſult the intereſt, and pray for the 
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peace and proſperity of our country. 
Whenever it ſhall be deemed neceſſary to 
ſhew ourſelves to the government in our 
ſocial capacity, let it be as becometh Chriſ- 
tians; and in our attempts to obtain the 


redreſs of thoſe grievances of which we 
complain, let us abſtain alike from violent 
meaſures, and the paltry arts of politicians. 
Relying on the juſtice of our cauſe, may 
we be content to uſe the harmleſs weapons 
of reaſon and manly perſuaſion. At laſt 
we muſt ſucceed. In the mean time, let 
us love our king, chearfully ſubmit to 
the laws, and endeavour to acquire the 
eſteem of our fellow-ſubjets, by leading 
quiet and peaceable lives in all godlineſs and 


honeſty. 
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